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RE: The process of accelerating the world’s transition to sustainable energy… while saving the planet.  

Hi Elon,  

For certain, the number one detriment to life here on earth is petrochemical pollution. The number one 

contributor to petrochemical pollution is the automobile and transportation industries. We cannot stop 

commerce, we must have transport… the solution, create non-polluting vehicles.  

That ship has launched… it is disruptive, exciting, and rewarding. You, Elon, and your practical approach 

to things that have become overly complicated has won the day. Life could not be sustained here on 

earth if the number of ICE vehicles is not reduced to, say < 5%.    

The next step in the process is to source clean electric energy for all those vehicles and transportation 

services, include business operations, manufacturing, and residential. So along came solar panels and 

clean electricity… um… yes, a work in process, sadly the latest information for solar puts it at 1.8% of the 

energy used in the USA in 2019.  Wind power generation is a bit better at 7.3% for the same period. 

So, if you look to the future, say 2030, and optimistically hope to triple the wind energy production, and 

develop 10 times more solar power, that would be about 25% of all the energy needed for the USA for a 

year. That would reduce the fossil fuel kWh hours while sustaining acceptable power levels for the USA 

from 62% to 50%... A measly 12%, and we are still heavily dependent on fossil fuels and I think it is 

goodbye for life as we know as the planet will likely not be able to absorb the poisonous pollutants.    

But what about the SpaceX thing you have going… maybe an emergency exit from earth?  I fear, as you 

may also likely fear, that our path here on earth, by ALL credible and professional accounts, is headed to 

extinction without some kind of serious intervention, certainty, life is not sustainable as we know it.  

So, what is the damn solution to the energy problem? As you have said, sometimes you must resort to 

tearing apart all that you know about something and starting over with a focus on processes. So, there is 

still one option that you have likely looked at, but maybe not… or if you did, hopefully, you just decided 

the timing is not right. And much like the automobile, its technology is old, in fact, thousands of years 

old, the Roman Empire used it and no serious updates and reexamining of the energy process and its 

viability has been undertaken for, at least centuries.  

Yes, there have been some interesting university studies, but that is where it has ended… with no 

practical application. I think it is too often dismissed as a novelty for Iceland where they heat their 

houses in the cold winters. Something we learned in grade school. Yes, geothermal energy has an image 

problem, I have branded it GeoLectirc. But I digress. Again, like the automobile, it is ready, it is powerful, 

and I feel if anyone were to seriously look at it, and I think you will agree, it might well be the only 

method that remains to save our wonderful Mother Earth…  



 

 

But do not worry, I do not feel that SpaceX and space travel will become unattractive to the multitudes, 

only that home, if we succeed, will never be ever so sweet when travelers return.  

There is a perfect location to set up a pilot program with all the necessary prerequisites and strong 

support for a solution is the Salton Sea basin. But, first, take a look at that Salton Sea as an ecological 

disaster that should be the embarrassment of all mankind and is a time bomb for the future. 

The state of California is at an impasse as to what to do with it and they are too busy dealing with the 

most deadly and destructive forest fires in history.  They have tried, as there have been many extensive 

studies and many, many, of millions of dollars spent to try and figure it out. The bottom line, the area, if 

not addressed soon, is a steeping hazard for all Southern California. The toxic clay, the result of many 

years of chemical loaded irrigation and draining waters flowing to the area, is drying out and Santa Ana’s 

winds stir it into dust and push it to the Los Angeles Valley as a major biohazard for residents. That is 

just some of that the studies have determined.  All things considered; I feel the state would be very 

willing to work with anyone that can come up with a viable solution.  

After reading all the studies I feel the most viable solution is a combination of smart applications, with 

geothermal power generation the primary contributor, along with solar panels, Megapack power 

storage, and even the desalination of some of the existing lake water… and ultimately the 

redevelopment of a model community, a “Phoenix” raising the ashes, attractive, functional, and an 

example of what can be accomplished with a mindset for accelerating the world’s transition to 

sustainable energy. The bottom line, geothermal electric energy application being sorted out at a 

location such as the Salton Sea, or any similar location, is what to gain social acceptance and a 40% 

energy contribution. Why 40%? I did some numbers, look at the document below.   

There are two attachments. The first with many dots on it, they indicate individual geothermal 

earthquake activity in a recent 24-hour period for an area at the south end of the Salton Sea basin 

where geothermal events are most active.  The second document provides some hard numbers 

regarding energy production for the USA and some examples of target numbers that show geothermal 

energy production at 38.8%, that is if we want to save the planet.  

Having said all that, what do I want, you might ask. I don’t want much, I want to have a hand in saving 

the planet ever since my first year of college. I played with geodesic domes models, designed low energy 

impact housing, and dreamed of an environment we can all live with and be proud of while saving 

mankind, oh yeah, and maybe be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize? That is after you are nominated 

when the world one day realizes just how important all your work is for humanity.    

But, seriously, is there any interest within the Tesla community for GeoLectric energy? Is there an 

opportunity for me to contribute; to steward a project? It might be the only real hope we have left.  Any 

comments, responses, suggestions would be greatly appreciated.  

Thank you for all you do with a vision far beyond the mere mortals that we are.  

Sincere best regards,  

 

 

Craig Cooley 



 

 

 


